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Buffalo Niagara Electric Corpora- 
tion will spend approximately $5,000,- 
000 this year on construction in the 
Buffalo area as a means of meeting the 
expected growth in residential and 
commercial power business, according 
to Horace L. Mann, president. Mr. 
Mann added that the expenditure was 
part of the program to improve relia- 
bility of service. 

Construction plans call for the in- 
stallation of 1,125,000 feet, or nearly 
210 miles, of underground cable and 
the building of a new terminal station 
in south or east Buffalo. 


Map out area 


Mr. Mann 


stated that the under- 


ground cable construction is part of 
the company’s regular program of 
extending underground distribution 
facilities throughout the congested 
areas of the city. Company engineers 


aré Mapping out streets and sections 
to be served. Necessary preparatory 








work prior to the installation is 
xpected to be undertaken by cable 
‘rews in the near future. Henry 
lhle, Inc., New York city, has been 
fetained to install much of the cable. 
The second part of the program 


calls for the 
$1,500,000 


M south 





construction of a 
terminal station somewhere 
or east Buffalo, Mr. Mann 
said. While increased power usage 
Makes y, cessary an additional sta- 
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Buffalo Niagara Electric Plans 
to Extend Underground Network 


President Mann says $5,000,000 will be spent this year to improve 
distribution facilities to improve reliability of service — New terminal 
station to be constructed for Buffalo at cost of $1,500,000 


tion to distribute electricity more effi- 
ciently to these sections, he said, it is 
found that under present conditions 
the generating facilities are sufficient 
for the present. 

Contemplated construction of a new 


$8,000,000 steam plant in or near 
Buffalo has been postponed. 
The new terminal station, in addi- 


tion to its use as a distributing plant 
for additional 60-cycle power, will 
serve as a switching structure for the 
area and the so-called downtown 
Buffalo network. Heretofore power 
generated at the Huntley steam sta- 
tion and elsewhere has been dis- 
tributed from the Huntley source 
alone. Mr. Mann said that with the 
new station it will be possible to 
route power from other sources via 
the company’s Gardenville lines in 
case of an accident similar to the 
recent Huntley fire. 


1938 Expenditures 
to Cost $1,000,000 


Construction expenditures’ by the 
Washington Water Power Company 
during 1937 aggregated $2,115,000, 
the largest in a number of years, 
J. E. E. Royer, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, has announced. In- 
cluded were the building of new lines 
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and substations, the rebuilding of 
lines and the addition of equipment at 
various points on the system. Con- 
struction expenditures scheduled for 
1938 are estimated at $1,000,000. Mr. 
Royer pointed out that 1937 taxes, as 
computed to date, amounted to $1,- 
706,908, compared with $1,079,000 for 
1930. 

Average residential consumption by 
customers of the company in 1937 
amounted to 1,861 kw.-lr., as com- 
pared with 1,680 kw.-hr. for 1930. The 
average rate per kilowatt-hour for all 
customers in 1937 was 1.14 cents; for 
residential customers it was 2.25 cents 
per kilowatt-hour. 


Asks Court to Rule 
on Entire Utility Act 


Moving nearer to the time when the 
constitutionality of the registration 
provisions of the utility holding com- 
pany act will be considered by the 
United States Supreme Court, Electric 
Bond & Share has filed with the court 
a brief which states that should the 
act be sustained it might lead to “con- 
trol of all business by the federal gov- 
ernment.” 

The controlling feature is the pro- 
hibition of the use of the mails or any 
instrumentality of interstate commerce 
by those utilities which fail to regis- 
ter with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

This device, the brief states, could 
be extended to all kinds of business 
and all manner of transactions. 

“We challenge the act in its entirety 
as an attempt to control normal busi- 
ness transactions, investments and 
corporation relationships in an indus- 
try primarily local in character and 
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without regard to the regulation of 
commerce or any other matter within 
the constitutional sphere of federal 
control,” the brief states. 

“Its objectives are not the regula- 
tion of commerce, but the public in- 
terest and the protection of investors 
and consumers.” 

The Supreme Court has consented 
to hear arguments in the government’s 
“hand-picked” test case February 7. 


Suits Filed to Bar 
City Power Systems 


Contending that Bessemer and Tar- 
rant must obtain certificates of con- 
venience and necessity from the Ala- 
bama Public Service Commission, 
showing that the territories are not 
properly served with electricity before 
they can build their own power sys- 
tems, the Birmingham Electric Com- 
pany has instituted suits in the state 
courts. 

Petitions seeking permanent injunc- 
tions restraining the two municipali- 
ties from constructing the lines with 
government loans have been filed in 
the chancery divisions of the Circuit 
Courts in Birmingham and Bessemer. 
William White, company attorney, 
said another point raised in the peti- 
tion was that the Alabama Public 
Service Commission must approve the 
bonds issued to build the proposed 
systems before actual construction is 
begun. The fight will be carried to 
the Alabama Supreme Court and on 
to the United States Supreme Court, 
if necessary, he said. 

Suits in federal courts to stop the 
cities from constructing competing 
lines were lost by the company. 


Claims Lines Unauthorized 


Nebraska Railway Commission has 
received from Clarence A. Davis, Lin- 
coln attorney, representing the West- 
ern Public Service Company of 
Scottsbluff, a complaint that the 
Roosevelt and Gering rural power dis- 
tricts have constructed lines on routes 
unauthorized by the commission. 


Appeals from WDA Decision 


Attorney-General O. S. Loomis and 
John E. Roe, state special counsel, 
have filed a motion for rehearing of 
the Wisconsin Development Authority 
case with the state Supreme Court. 
The high court in a unanimous deci- 
sion announced January 11 ruled the 
WDA unconstitutional on the grounds 
that it delegated administration of a 
state law to a private corporation. 
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Detroit Edison Plans to Spend 
$18,000,000 on Building Program 


Alex Dow expresses belief in an early business recovery — Says large 
outlay is not a gamble on a quick end to current depression — Two 
turbine installations to be made during year — Net income is lower 


Belief in an early business recovery 
was expressed by Alex Dow, president 
of Detroit Edison Company, in an- 
nouncing his company’s plans for an 
$18,000,000 construction and expansion 
program for the current year. Mr. 
Dow added that the expenditures were 
“not an unqualified gamble on a quick 
end to the current depression.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Dow that 
the construction budget was not im- 
perative and could be cut in half with 
little penalty to the company. He said 
that the budget was based partly on 
hope and partly on the fact that prep- 
aration should be made for future 
electric power demands in the Detroit 
area. 


Program above 1937 


The $18,000,000 program is $4,000,- 
000 more than was spent in 1937, but 
not large when compared with plant 
investment of more than $300,000,000, 
Harry A. Snow, controller, said. The 
heavier expenditures are to be in the 
power plants. 

At Conners Creek the company plans 
to replace a 45,000-kw. turbo-generator 
set which was installed in 1920 with a 
60,000-kw. set. The new unit will 
operate at the steam pressure and 
temperature of the rebuilt portion of 
Conners Creek, enabling the company 
to retire the 225-lb., 600-deg. F. boiler 
equipment entirely. 

Mr. Snow said that with the changes 
Conners Creek will then be a 600-lb., 
850-deg. F. plant, so far as boilers are 
concerned. There will still remain one 
of the old turbines which will operate 
at 225 lb., 600 deg. F., taking its 
steam supply through a pressure-reduc- 
ing station. 

“At Delray power plant we are 
planning to install a 75,000-kw. turbo- 
generator set operating at 815 lb. and 
900 deg. F.,” Mr. Snow said. “This 
set is an addition to our plant capacity 
instead of a replacement. Both pressure 
and temperature are higher than the 
400 lb., 700 deg. F. used by the three 
50,000-kw. turbines in the existing sec- 
tion of this power plant. The extension 
to the power plant building provides 
space for three machines, one of which 
is now in process of installation.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Snow that 
except for two standard 24-kv. trans- 
mission lines to supplement service to 


the north district there is nothing re. 
markable in transmission construction, 
The new lines are 24-kv. overhead pole 
lines, which is standard construction 
for the subtransmission system in rural 
areas. 

Explaining the $18,000,000 budget, 
Mr. Snow said that the program is not 
unusual. “The coincidence of two tur- 
bine installations in the same _ year 
produces totals a little higher than 
usual,” he said. “Also, we are acutely 
aware that the expenditure of money 
for new plant may or may not be 
followed by the increased revenue 
needed to make it a_ profitable in. 
vestment.” 

Detroit Edison for 1937 reported 
total revenue of $59,134,721, as against 
$55,100,673 in 1936. Net income, after 
all charges, taxes, etc., was $9,950,936, 
against $10,670,592. 

Mr. Dow stated in the report that the 
operations of the Guffey-Vinson coal 
act, with the increase in freight rates, 
would increase the cost of electric 
service $800,000 annually.  “Unfor- 
tunately, it must always be true that 
artificially boosted incomes for one 
class of people, coal operators for 
example, or miners, can only be at- 
tained at the expense of other equally 
worthy people, for example, our cus 
tomers,” Mr. Dow stated. 


Oklahoma Gas Seeks to Buy 
Western Light Properties 


FPC has ordered a hearing to be 
held on February 14 on the applica- 
tion of Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Company for an order authorizing it 
to acquire the entire physical proper 
ties of the Western Light & Power 
Corporation and the application of the 
latter for authority to make such 
sale. The purchase price proposed 
is $350,000. 

The facilities include the Western 
corporation’s oil engine generatiné 
plant, real estate and electric distt 
bution system in Woodward, Okla. 
and its distribution systems in Gibbon, 
Capron, Renfrow and Wakita, Okla. 
together with transmission lines & 
tending from Capron, Renfrow and 
Wakita to the Kansas-Oklahoma bout 
dary. 
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Political Situation Seen Delaying 
Positive Action In TVA Territory 








be empowered to issue bonds for the 
purpose of acquiring or constructing 
utility facilities. TVA would purchase 
or build transmission systems and sell 
power to the districts. 

In adopting its own plan the League 





ge Tennessee’s Governor Browning talks with President on proposal paige yeoute as — to “ TVA- 
wo for purchase of utility facilities to distribute TVA power — Atlanta 0% Se: RE: hy Sen eee 
ver Mayor sees city losing revenue in government utility ownership 
, Atlanta sees revenue loss 
i“, Positive action looking toward solu- it would with any other corporation. Mayor Hartsfield of Atlanta, Ga., 
amg tion of the new problems created by public or private, that is set up to says that acquisition by TVA of Georgia 
pole the TVA constitutionality decision ap- use or distribute power. Observers Power property would result in a 
tien pears to have been shelved to await point out that the President gave little $458,000 annual revenue loss to At- 
oral solution of the political angles which encouragement to the proposal and lanta. The Atlanta Mayor has written 
have arisen since Wendell L. Willkie, steered clear of the situation. Georgia congressmen urging them to 
get, president of Commonwealth & South- Governor Browning's proposal had “bear in mind that the loss of such 
not ern, proposed that the government or been backed by Tennessee's Senator revenue would be a very heavy blow 
tur. the TVA purchase, as systems, the George L. Berry, who is now engaged to Atlanta” should the utility property 
year utility properties in the Tennessee in a condemnation case with TVA over be taken over by TVA. 
shen Valley. . land which has been flooded by waters In Alabama, Governor Graves has 
nely While the Willkie proposal caught of TVA dams. Tennessee's other Sen- given consideration to possible pur- 
wee the radicals, as well as conservatives, ator, Kenneth McKeller, and Demo- chase of Alabama Power facllitian to 
= by surprise, recent events among state cratic National Committeeman E. A distribute [VA power. Thomas W. 
cane oficials indicates that the Administra- Crump are opposed to the Browning Martin, president of Alabama Power. 
, in tion may be forced to reveal its power proposal that utility facilities be bought stated that the state should take action 
plans as well as the future course by a state power agency. The terms to prevent a major catastrophe to the 
“tel charted for the TVA. At present the of Governor Browning and Senator growth and development of the state 
alah Administration is carefully weighing Berry expire this year and observers by preventing the destruction of utility 
ole the situation. point out that Tennessee is likely to property through duplication of exist- 
) 936, a er see its hottest primary fight with the ing facilities in the TVA program. 
power issue and TVA thrown into the Senator George W. Norris has stated 
t the Last week Tennessee’s Governor limelight. that he was planning an amendment 
oud Gordon Browning visited President Last week at a special meeting the to the TVA law which would permit 
rahe. Roosevelt to discuss his proposal for Tennessee Municipal League adopted the Authority to acquire an entire pri- 
netels purchase of utility facilities for dis- a plan for obtaining TV A power “for vate utility system. The Senate in 
In fer- tribution of TVA power. It was indi- all of the people of the State of Ten- 1935 passed such a provision, but it 
- that cated that the President gave assurance nessee.” The plan proposes that the was rejected by the House. 
on to Governor Browning that the federal state be divided into twenty-five elec- So much fuss has been stirred up 
~~ government, through the TVA, would tric distribution districts, each oper- over the proposals for a thorough air- 
4 deal with a state corporation “just like ated as a single unit. Each area would ing of TVA activities and the dissen- 
qually sion among its directors that the power 
ee question has been soft-pedaled in Wash- 
ington. 
* 
7 
National Promotion 
- 
‘ for Electric Ranges 
s Twelve manufacturers of electric 
to be ranges announced last week a six- 
pplica- point program of national advertising, 
‘lectric said to be the first in the history of 
zing it the industry, at a meeting in New 
proper York City of the Modern Kitchen 
Power Bureau, Nationa! Electrical Manufac- 
of the turers’ Association. 
» such Two features of the program of par- 
-oposed ticular interest to the utilities are a 
national electric range “Spring Show- 
Vester ing,” April 11 to 30, sponsored locally 
erating by utilities and dealers and featured 
distri: in national magazines, and a nation- 
Okla., wide window display contest, with 
Gibbon, ELECTRIC RANGE CAMPAIGN—Advertising committee, Modern Kitchen Bureau, $1,200 in cash prizes for utilities, 
- Okla. NEM.A., attending sessions last week at the Biltmore Hotel, New York, during which dealers and department stores. In ad- 
nes ex the first national electric range advertising campaign was announced. L. to R.: W. A. dition, a four-page newspaper section 
yw and Grove, manager advertising and sales promotion, Edison G.E. Appliance Company, 0 electric ranges is to be supplied to 
a bout Inc.; Roger Bolin, manager merchandise advertising, Westinghouse, and Walter S. local newspapers by the Modern Kit- 
Rowe, merchandising manager Estate Stove Company chen Bureau and is to carry feature 
5, 1938 Etecrrica Wortp # February 5. 1938 
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stories as well as advertising of the 
local utility, distributors and dealers. 

Electric range manufacturers sup- 
porting the special promotion activity 
are: Norge Division of Borg-Warner 
Corporation, Edison General Electric 
Appliance Company, Electromaster, 
Inc., Estate Stove Company, General 
Electric Company, Frigidaire Division 
of General Motors Sales Corporation, 
A. J. Lindeman & Hoverson Company, 
Malleable Iron Range Company, 
Nash-Kelvinator Corporation, Roberts 
& Mander Stove Company, Walker & 
Pratt Manufacturing Company and 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

At the same meeting it was an- 
nounced that details of two other pro- 
grams, one for the promotion of elec- 
tric refrigerators and one for electric 
water heaters, would be given later. 


Allowed to Invade 
Private Territory 


Declaring that its decision is “a 
notice and a warning to all utilities 
in the state similarly situated,” the 
New York Public Service Commission 
has authorized the municipal plant of 
Little Valley to extend its electric lines 
into an area in the Town of Napoli, 
Cattaraugus County, for which terri- 
tory the New York State Electric & 
Gas Corporation holds a franchise. 

“In the instant case,” says the com- 
mission’s opinion, “it clearly appears 
that the New York State Electric & 
Gas Corporation solicited business and 
went so far as to persuade persons in 
its territory to wire their buildings and 
install electric fixtures; after applica- 
tions were received and all of the work 
was done the company failed to con- 
struct its lines and render service . . .” 

The opinion of the commission con- 
cludes that under the circumstances in 
this case the commission will permit 
the adjacent municipality to extend its 
service into the territory already cov- 
ered by a franchise held by a private 
corporation. 

e 


Hagerstown Bids Asked 


Bids will be asked immediately by 
the city of Hagerstown, Md., for a new 
5,000-kw. turbine-generator and neces- 
sary boiler equipment at an approxi- 
mate cost of $200,000 for installation 
in the municipal electric light plant. 
The improvements at the plant will be 
paid for from accumulated profits, 
which are already on hand. 

Since the power load has increased 
to such an extent that it will soon be 
necessary to run two generators, the 
new unit will serve as an auxiliary in 
the event of a breakdown at the plant. 
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lowa Group Told Farmers Resent 


Control of REA from Washington 


President Johnson of lowa Farm Bureau says within a few years even 
the Administration will admit its inability to operate rural lines from 
the national capital — Sees utilities supplying best service to areas 


More indication of the growing dis- 
satisfaction of farmers with REA pol- 
icies appeared in the address of Francis 
Johnson, president Iowa Farm Bureau, 
to the recent annual sales and dis- 
tribution school of the Iowa Public 
Utilities Association at Des Moines. 

Mr. Johnson said that “farm folks 
are going to resent very bitterly con- 
trol of rural electrification projects 
from Washington,” and “within a few 
years even the Administration will ad- 
mit its inability to operate rural elec- 
tric distribution lines from the national 
capital.” He expressed his belief that 
the utilities can supply the farmers 
with “service that will appeal to them 
much more than that which is now 
being provided” by government action. 


Inadequacy of wiring 


Supporting the statements of Mr. 
Johnson came the evidence of Frank 
D. Paine, an educator prominently 
identified with rural electrification in 
lowa for many years, who told how 
farmers had been misled by REA pre- 
dictions of line operations and were 
now finding a large proportion of line 
input energy dissipated in losses be- 
cause enthusiastic estimates of load 
and usage are not coming anywhere 
near to realization. Mr. Paine com- 
mented on the inadequacy of the wir- 
ing that is going into the greater num- 
ber of farm homes and on the dangers 
of sub-standard wiring to be expected 
in areas where inspection is not re- 
quired or enforced. 

“Restoration of public confidence 
in the electric utility business is the 
prime essential to the industry’s fu- 
ture,” asserted S. C. Dows, vice-presi- 
dent Iowa Electric Light & Power 
Company. His prescription to accom- 
plish that result was good service, un- 
derstandable rates and maintenance of 
friendly relations with everyone, in- 
cluding the government. Mr. Dows in- 
dicated a generally conciliatory atti- 


‘tude toward government acts and pro- 


nouncements affecting the electric util- 
ities, showed some sympathy for the 
prudent investment theory of valua- 
tion, advised utilities not to fight, but 
to try to get along with REA, and 
said he did not think the government 
wants to run the utilities out of busi- 
ness—except maybe in the Tennessee 
Valley. 

Lighting got a considerable play at 





this meeting with two addresses in the 
general session by Westinghouse and 
General Electric representatives, _re- 
spectively L. A. S. Wood on “Light. 
ing Streets and Highways for Public 
Safety” and J. M. Ketch on “Light- 
ing, Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,” 
and a session of the sales school in 
which George Sheets, Iowa City Light 
& Power; Mark Pendleton, Sioux City 
Gas & Electric; J. P. Walters, lowa 
Electric Light & Power, and J. M. 
Peters, T. A. Stiffel Company, dis- 
cussed selling I.E.S. lamps. Harold 
Green, Nela Park, talked light con- 
ditioning and a group of Iowa Elec. 
tric Light & Power employees distin- 
guished themselves in a lighting skit. 

The second session of the sales school 
included the subjects of counter pre- 
sented by P. M. Welch, Edison Gen- 
eral Electric; ensemble kitchens by 
I. W. Clark, Westinghouse; planned 
selling of refrigerators by H. J. Walker. 
Jr., Frigidaire; electric water heating 
by L. A. Falk, Wisconsin Power & 
Light. The session was closed by C. A. 
Nash, United Light & Power. in a 


summary. 


Sessions for engineers 


Service quality and safe operation 
were the principal interests of the en- 
gineers in their two sessions. Glen E. 
Cornish, Iowa Electric Light & Power. 
gave detailed instructions on how to 
make voltage and load surveys and 
Arthur Huntington of the same com- 
pany presented statistical evidence of 
the benefits resulting from such work. 

Papers were presented on applica- 
tion of shunt capacitors by F. M. Starr, 
General Electric; on fuse co-ordina- 
tion by A. G. Steinmayer, Line Mate- 
rial, and on proper grounding by Rolf 
Selquist, Copperweld Steel. A. B. 
Campbell, Edison Electric Institute, 
and G. M. Glidden, E. D. Bullard Com- 
pany, covered the safety aspect of the 
program with discussions respectively 
of the National Electrical Safety Code 
and of training of employees in safety 
practices. 

+ 


New Building Completed 

Florida Power & Light Company 
has completed construction of a new 
utility building to house two 6.(0-kw. 
transformers. 
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Record Jam Damages 
Ontario Hydro Plant 


Ice from the worst jam on record 
in the upper end of the Niagara river 
gorge at Niagara Falls last week com- 
pletely filled the interior of the 134,- 
000-kva. Ontario hydro plant of the 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario, causing unknown damage to 
the fifteen generating units. 

Ice filled the upstream half of the 
power house to the base of the win- 
dows and in some places was as much 
as 8 ft. higher. Generators were cov- 
ered from 18 to 20 ft. deep with ice 
as well as soaked with the accompany- 
ing water. Ice level at downstream 
end of plant was 13 ft. lower than at 
upper end. 

Arthur S. Robertson, district super- 
intendent of the power commission, 
owners and operators of the plant, 
said he was unable to estimate the 
damage. Until the ice can be loaded 
and hauled out in trucks electric and 
coke heaters are in use in the plant 
to keep the ice soft. Generators will 
be turned over slowly after bearings 
have been cleaned and reoiled and 
short-circuited for heating purposes in 
an attempt to dry out the windings. If 
the coils on the main machines can 
not be dried out successfully they 
will be replaced rather than rewound, 
according to Mr. Robertson. 





ICE JAM AT HYDRO PLANT—Un- 
known damage was done last week to 
the fifteen generating units in the Ontario 
hydro plant of the Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission of Ontario when ice from 
a record jam in the upper end of the 
Niagara River gorge at Niagara Falls com- 
pletely filled the power house. Generators 
were covered with ice to a depth of from 
18 to 20 ft. (above, right) 
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A motor-generator exciter is being 
dried out inside a wood and canvas 
frame to supply direct current to over- 
head cranes, crane motors having been 
badly splashed but not submerged. 
The plant was shut down in advance 
of the flooding and its load is being 
carried by the Queenston (Ont.) plant 
of the commission. 

In 1909 the water came up to an 
elevation of 378 feet in another ice 
jam and flooded the plant, although 
there were not as many units in op- 
eration at that time. In the present jam 
the water rose to an elevation of 395 
feet—53 feet above normal—and the 
ice was lifted 6 ft. higher. 


Power Levy Totals $562,386 


Collections of a statewide levy on 
power consumption in the state of 
Mississippi in 1937 totaled $562,386, 
an increase of $64,466 over the 1936 
collections, the state Tax Commission 
has announced. 


FPC Yadkin Ruling 
Attacked by State 


An invitation to South Carolina and 
other states to unite with North Caro- 
lina to resist the “unwarranted inva- 
sion” of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion of states’ rights has been ex- 
tended by the North Carolina Depart- 
ment of Conservation and Develop- 
ment. 

The resolution passed charges the 
power commission with “invasion” in 
assuming control over the proposed 
$6,000,000 hydro-electric project of 
the Aluminum Company of America 
on the Yadkin River at Tuckertown, 
nN. GG. 

It was stated that “we urge the 
Governor to use all the powers at his 
command in an effort to secure a 
proper judicial review and determina- 
tion of the rights of the State of 
North Carolina and the declarant cor- 
poration in this case.” 
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Seeks to Purchase 
Utility Properties 


Public hearing has been ordered 
held by the Federal Power Commission 
on February 21 on an application by 
the Southern Nebraska Power Com- 
pany, Superior, Neb., for authorization 
of the sale of all its facilities to the 
Central Nebraska Public Power and 
Irrigation District. Consideration for 
the proposed sale is stated to be $898.- 
000 in cash, which sum was arrived at 
by a physical appraisal by engineers 
for the purchaser. The book cost of 
the facilities involved as of November 
30, 1937, is $1,665,738, the application 
states, and the applicant has construc- 
tion work in progress amounting to 
$9,281. 

Territory served by the Southern 
Nebraska company comprises eight 
counties in south central and south- 
western Nebraska and the company 
has a small number of service lines 
crossing into Kansas and one trans- 
mission line extending across the Kan- 
sas boundary connecting with a trans- 
mission line owned by the village of 


Mahaska, Kan. 


Propose Shasta Dam 
Project Compromise 


Settlement of all litigation pending 
between Pacific Gas & Electric Com- 
pany and the Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District appears assured as a 
result of a series of informal confer- 
ences and the proposal by the utility 
to withdraw actions pending in the 
courts. 

Under the proposal the district 
would abandon its plans to condemn 
the utility’s distribution system in 
Sacramento, while Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric would withdraw its action to in- 
validate the district’s $12,000,000 
bond issue voted in 1934. 

Earl Lee Kelly, state director of 
public works and chairman of the 
California Water Authority, said that 
meetings would be held to consider 
the proposal. Mr. Kelly said that de- 
velopment of Silver Creek might re- 
tard the absorption of power gener- 
ated at Shasta Dam. However, Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric proposes to pur- 
chase power generated at Silver 
Creek at a price of $900,000 annually. 
It is said that this payment would 
give the district a net profit of $350,- 
000 a year. 

Acceptance of the offer would per- 
mit the immediate sale of the $12,- 
000,000 of bonds and clear the way 
for acquisition of a $4,000,000 PWA 
grant. Silver Creek project will cost 
approximately $13,500,000. The util- 


ity would purchase the power for 40 
years, subject to the district’s right to 
terminate the contract at the end of 
twelve years. 

An agreement with the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company. covering 
relocation of its tracks will make it 
possible to request bids in March for 
the construction of the Shasta Dam 
on the Central Valley project in Cali- 
fornia. The dam will involve a con- 
struction cost of approximately $100,- 
000.000. 

~ 


Boston Edison Sales 
Show Gain for Year 


President Frank D. Comerford of 
the Boston Edison Company told its 
stockholders last week that in 1937 
merchandising revenues totaled  $1,- 
558,646, a gain of 5.8 per cent over 
1936, and that of 1,800 new dwellings 
built in the territory during the year 
more than 50 per cent were equipped 
with electric ranges. In commercial 
cooking the company sold 1,834 kw. 
of increased load, a gain of 46 per 
cent over 1936. 

“Although electric refrigeration has 
now reached a very high saturation 
point in the high and medium brack- 
ets,” Mr. Comerford said, “the com- 
pany sold more refrigerators than in 
any other year in its history. The 
next development in this field will 
probably be in the introduction of 
models which will make electric re- 
frigeration available to families in the 
lower income brackets.” Electricity 
also made notable progress in connec- 
tion with apartment house moderniza- 
tion last year. 

A new record for gross output was 
established by the company in 1936, 
the total excluding power interchange 
being 1,202,682,291 kw.-hr., a gain of 
5.7 per cent over 1936, which, in turn, 
was 7.5 per cent above 1935. De- 
spite the business recession the peak 
of December 6, 284,258 kw., was only 
2.3 per cent under the 1936 peak. At 
present the load is running about 5.2 
per cent under the comparative days 
of 1937. 

* 


Recommends Power Purchase 


Indications that Newark, N. J., can 
save at least $22,000 annually by at 
least partial closing of its power plant 
and purchase of energy from Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company are 
contained in a survey made public last 
week by Director Joseph M. Byrne. 
The city-owned power housé has cost 
the city hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars and has been a source of constant 
expense because of repairs. 
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Whitwell Discusses 
Factors of Air Load 


The question of the desirability of 
air conditioning as a utility load be- 
cause of load factor is primarily one 
of adequacy of the rate structure, 
George E. Whitwell, vice-president 
Philadelphia Electric Company, de- 
clared this week in Syracuse, N. Y.. 
before the first public utility air-condi- 
tioning conference conducted by the 
Carrier organization. 

“It is probably a fact,” Mr. Whitwell 
stated, “that promotional rates for 
summer loads have in some cases heen 
introduced and can no longer be justi- 
fied. I do not believe such non-compen- 
satory low rates to be necessary for 
the development of the business.” 

If air conditioning brings summer 
peaks, that, in Mr. Whitwell’s opinion. 
should serve as a stimulus to correct 
rate structures and to promote winter 
peak business. Eventually the util- 
ities are going to have to serve this 
load, and now is as good a time as 
any, he said. 


Utilities develop market 


Mr. Whitwell asked the manufac- 
turers to understand the problems of 
utilities, particularly the limitations of 
regulation. He suggested that util- 
ities had been a major factor in de- 
veloping the market for appliances and 
could do the same for air-conditioning 
equipment if manufacturers would 
ralize what utilities can and cannot do. 

Provisions by manufacturers for 
servicing have lagged far behind 
growth, Mr. Whitwell declared, and 
as a result customers are complaining 
to the utilities. 

“Utility customers,” he pointed out. 
“have come to expect prompt service 
in connection with anything using elec- 
tricity. If he doesn’t get it, the utility 
is blamed even if it has had nothing 
to do with the sale of the equipment 
and has no means of servicing it.” 

The two-day conference was attended 
by approximately one hundred utility 
representatives from every section of 
the country and covered all phases of 
air-conditioning apparatus and _ the 
problems of the utilities in promoting 
the market. 

Those attending the meeting were 
shown through the new plant with its 
31 acres of floor space, in which the 
company has in the past six months 
consolidated all of its operations for- 
merly carried on in five scattered fac- 
tories at Newark, New Brunswick, Al- 
lentown and Bridgeport. Although the 
new plant provides considerable room 
for expansion, it was stated that at the 
current rate of growth of tie alr 
conditioning business this would all 
be absorbed in the next few yeers. 
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Show Motors for 
Air Conditioning 


New electric motors particularly de- 
signed for air conditioning and venti- 
lating applications were included in 
the displays last week at the fifth In- 
ternational Heating and Ventilating 
Exposition, held in New York City in 
conjunction with the annual meeting 
of the National Society of Heating and 
Ventilating Engineers. 

The new Type RT polyphase motor 
brought out by Wagner Electric Cor- 
poration, was displayed for the first 
time at the show. It is a double 
squirrel-cage type and is designed to 
have the desirable features of the 
starterless motor without its disadvan- 
tages. This company also showed its 
new built-in motor protector, intended 
especially for fractional-horsepower 
motors. 

General Electric Company showed a 
new line of universal motors which 
have been made mere widely appli- 
cable in air conditioning and ventilat- 
ing service, as well as a new motor- 
control device for motors in these 
applications. The control device is 
a ring-wound transformer with a 
moving brush mounted on the inside. 
Rotation of this brush provides a 
smooth and wider range of speed, in 
contrast with the more familiar three- 
speed controls. This company also 
showed at another booth for the first 
time at the exposition one of its new 
series of unit-assembly air  condi- 
tioners, designed for residential and 
business applications. 

Emerson Electric Manufacturing 
Company presented an expansion in 
its motor lines to include a 5-hp. 


model, offered in single- and _three- 
phase and d.c. types, as well as new 





AIR-CONDITIONING DISPLAYS—Included among the display booths of electrical manufacturers at the fifth International Heat- 


condenser motors in 34 hp. and smaller 
sizes. Century Electric Company in 
its display featured its “motorcop”—a 
circuit-opening device for fractional- 
horsepower motors. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company featured a new self- 
contained store-type air conditioner; 
newest developments at the booth of 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Com- 
pany were double-grooved, adjustable 
pitch diameter “Texsteel” sheaves, to- 
gether with a new combination sheave, 
which, in a single-groove adjustable 
sheave, affords a range of from 2 to 
3 and 3 to 4 in. pitch diameter. 
Baldor Electric Company reported 
much interest from visitors at the 
show in a new combination ventilating 
and lighting unit offered by the Kisco 
Company and using the Baldor motor. 

Attendance at the show, which is 
staged every two years, was in excess 
of 43,000, some 50 per cent ahead of 
the 1936 exposition in Chicago. The 
1938 show, as well as previous exposi- 
tions, was under the management of 
the International Exposition Company, 


New York, N. Y. 


Budget Set at $2,100,000 


Hartford Electric Light Company 
budget for plant improvements and ex- 
tensions for 1938 is estimated at $2.,- 
100,000 and appropriations of that 
amount have been made this year, 
compared with actual expenditures of 
$2,300,000 for the year just ended. 

The major item of the new appro- 
priation is $1,500,000 for the com- 
pletion of the installation of the new 
10,000-kw. steam turbine at the South 
Meadow station. Another major item 
is $400,000 for substation construc- 
tion and extension of underground 
cable installations. 


Denies REA Charges 
Before State Board 


Resuming its hearings to define the 
status of the Harrison Rural Electrifi- 
cation Association, the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission heard Vin- 
cent D. Nicholson, general counsel of 
REA, attempt to bring out that Monon- 
gahela West Penn Public Service Com- 
pany had built rural power lines in 
the last year hastily in order to fore- 
stall the REA. 

Mr. Nicholson’s entrance into the 
case was protested by Monongahela 
West Penn Public Service, which is 
opposing the co-operative, but Chair- 
man John D. J. Preston overruled the 
objection. The co-operative, although 
still contending it is not a public utility 
subject to regulation, has asked the 
commission for a_ certificate. 

C. H. Latham, vice-president of the 
utility, denied the statements of Mr. 
Nicholson, maintaining that his com- 
pany had been interested in rural elec- 
trification for years. He said educa- 
tional campaigns had been redoubled 
in the last two years because of techni- 
cal developments allowing lower rates 
and better service. Charles Snyder of 
Fairmont told the commission that 98 
miles of the co-operative’s proposed 
190 miles of line would parallel lines 
already erected by Monongahela West 


Penn. 


Elects Walter H. Sammis 
Walter H. Sammis was elected a 
vice-president and director of the Com- 
monwealth & Southern Corporation at 
a meeting held this week. He is suc- 
ceeding the late T. A. Kenney. 


ing and Ventilating Exposition last week in New York City were these of Westinghouse and General Electric 
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Power Pole Standard 
Seen Set Too High 


In their ideas of what is required in 
a pole satisfactory for overhead line 
construction perhaps utility engineers 
are demanding too much from Mother 
Nature. This was somewhat the tone 
of discussion that followed the pres- 
entation of the paper “Use of Creo- 
soted Poles by Power Utility Com- 
panies” by L. G. Smith at the recent 
meeting of the American Wood Pre- 
servers Association in Chicago. 

Mr. Smith, as chairman of the tim- 
ber products subcommittee, transmis- 
sion and distribution committee, Edi- 
son Electric Institute, set forth in his 
paper an analysis of the use of poles 
by the electric utilities, the require- 
ments for pine and cedar poles before 
treatment and the requirements for 
treating them. 

A point raised in the discussion of 
the paper was that the high standard 
therein implied for electric utility 
poles would effectively prevent other 
pole users from getting what they 
wanted in the way of pole perform- 
ance. It was suggested that the power 
companies might set their sights a 
little lower and stand a better chance 
of hitting what they aimed at. 


Court Order Halts 


Associated Inquiry 


United States Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in Philadelphia has ordered the 
Federal Power Commission to halt its 
proposed inquiry into the operations 
of six Pennsylvania subsidiaries of 
the Associated Gas & Electric Com- 
pany. In a two to one decision the 
court directed that the commission first 
establish whether the six companies 


come under the federal law and 
whether the investigation is designed 
to aid the state or the federal 
government. . 


Governor Earle has charged that 
interlocking connections of companies 
in the Associated system are _ re- 
sponsible for high electric and gas 
rates in Pennsylvania. The Pennsyl- 
vania companies are Metropolitan Edi- 
son Company, Northern Power Com- 
pany, Pennsylvania Electric Com- 
pany, Erie Lighting Company, Clarion 
River Power Company and Solar Elec- 
tric Company. 

+ 


Elects Officers for 1938 


At a recent meeting the executive 
committee of the Oklahoma Utilities 
Association elected the following off- 
cers: President, J. Y. Wheeler, Com- 
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munity Natural Gas Company; vice- 
presidents, Glenn C. Kiley, Oklahoma 
Gas & Electrie Company, and W. Jen- 
nings Young, Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company; secretary-treasurer, W. R. 
Emerson, Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Company. R. W. McClure, Oklahoma 
Power & Water Company, was elected 
chairman of the electric division. 


Wisconsin to Offer Place 
on Agency to Lilienthal 


Reports have been current in Wis- 
consin that Gov. La Follette will en- 
deavor to persuade David E. Lilien- 
thal, power director of TVA, to re- 
enter Wisconsin state service as di- 
rector of the Public Service Commis- 
sion. Mr. Lilienthal was appointed to 
the commission by Governor La Fol- 
lette during his 1931 term. He left in 
1933 when President Roosevelt ap- 
pointed him to the TVA. 


eelings 


National Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation—Midwinter meeting. Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, N. Y., Feb- 
ruary 7-11. W. J. Donald, managing 


director ,155 East 44th Street, New York. 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers 
committee, Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, February 6-7; electrical 
equipment committee. Netherland Plaza 
Hotel, Cincinnati, February 7-8; trans- 
mission and distribution committee, 
Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky., February 
9-10; sales committee, Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, Ill., March 28-31. 


American Institute of Mining and Metal- 
lurgical Engineers—Annual meeting, Feb- 
ruary 14-17, New York, N. Y. A. H. 
Parsons, secretary, 29 West 39th Street, 
New York. 


American Society for Testing Materials— 
Regional meeting, Seneca Hotel, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., March 9; Committee Week, 
Seneca Hotel, Rochester, March 7-11. 
R. E. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual 
meeting, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., March 21-22. Kate A. Niblack, 
acting secretary, Oklahoma Utilities As- 
sociation, 625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Okla- 
homa City. 


Midwest Power Conference—La Salle Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill., April 13-15. L. E. Grinter, 
Dean, Graduate Division, Armour Insti- 
tute of Technology, Chicago. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 
Annual convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., April 20-22. Jesse Blythe, 
assistant secretary, Merchants Bank Bldg., 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation—Annual meeting, engineering 
and operation section, Vancouver, B. C., 
April 20-23. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring 

Savannah, Ga., April 27-30. 

Fink, secretary, Columbia 

New York. 


meeting, 
Dr. Colin G. 
University, 











A.LE.E. Nominates 
Officers for 1938 


John C. Parker, vice-president Con. 
solidated Edison Company of New 
York, Inc., was nominated for presi- 
dent of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers at the winter conven- 
tion held last week in New York City, 

Candidates nominated for the other 
offices, which become vacant August 
1, 1938, are: 

For vice-presidents, Chester L. Dawes, 
associate professor of electrical engineer. 
ing Harvard University, northeastern dis- 
trict; F. Malcolm Farmer, vice-president 
and chief engineer Electrical Testing Lab- 
oratories, New York, N. Y., New York 
City district; A. H. Lovell, professor of 
electrical engineering, assistant dean of 
college of engineering, University of Michi- 
gan, Great Lakes district; F. O. Bolton, 
dean of the college and dean of the 
school of engineering, Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas, southwest 
district, and Lester R. Gamble, electrical 
engineer Washington Water Power Comn- 
pany, northwest district. 

Nominees for directors are: 

Leland R. Mapes, chief engineer Illinois 
Bell Telephone Company; Harold S. Os- 
borne, transmission engineer American 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, and 
D. C. Prince, chief engineer General Elec- 
tric Company. W. I. Slichter, professor 
of electrical engineering, Columbia Uni- 


versity, was renominated for national 
treasurer. 


While these official candidates will 
not be voted upon until the coming 
election this spring. election in the 
past has followed the nomination. 

A complete discussion on the tech- 
nical sessions of this year’s winter con- 
vention will appear in next week’s 
ELectricAL Wor Lp. 


tt 
CIO to Launch Campaign 
to Organize Utility Workers 


An intensive drive to organize ap- 
proximately 200,000 workers in the 
electric light and power industry is to 
be undertaken by the CIO. Head- 
quarters of the committee will be es- 
tablished in New York, with Albert 
Stonkus, official of CIO’s Electrical 
and Radio Workers’ Union, as direc- 
tor. Leaders of other CIO unions will 
form the utility organizing committee. 


Checks Energy Thefts 


An intensive campaign against 
thefts of electric energy from their 
transmission and distribution lines has 
been launched by the New Brunswick 
Electric Power. Commission. This is 
the first campaign aimed at electricity 
thieves sponsored by the commission. 
It follows separate campaigns waged 
in the St. John, N.B., zone by the 
New Brunswick Power Company and 
the Civic Hydro Commission of St. 
John. 
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Take off cover ... change taps or inspect... 
put cover back in place ... the gasket will not 
tear or distort... the seal will be oil-tight at all 
times. No dirt, no moisture can get in. L-M 
transformers are sealed with four sturdy rust- 
proof cap wing nuts clamping gasket firmly 
against rolled tank edge. The rigid cover will 
not dent or bend out of shape. The rust proof 
clamps and nuts will never “freeze.” 


This oil-tight cover is just one of the many 
advantages you will find in L-M Distribu- 
tion Transformers. For complete information 
ask your L-M Representative, or write LINE 
MATERIAL COMPANY, So. Milwaukee, Wis. 
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University; EF. H. Pumphrey. 


Group on inspection trip to Waterside 
generating station of Consolidated Edison 
Company ef New York, Ine. 


President W. H. Harrison (right) presents 
Edison Medal for 1937 to Gano Dunn, presi- 


dent J. G. White Engineering Company ; 
Dr. G. M. L. Sommerman, Ameri- 
can Steel & Wire Company, 1937 


winner of Alfred Noble Prize 


Left to right—G. A. Kositzky, Ohio Bell Telephone 
Company; H. H. Henline, national secretary of 
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A.LE.E. Winter Convention 


More than 1,400 electrical engineers, representing all branches of the profession, 
registered last week at the winter convention of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers in New York City. Convention activities, in addition to the sixteen 
technical sessions and the five informal conferences, included the smoker and 
dinner on Tuesday evening, an address by Dr. H. G. Moulton, president of the 
Brookings Institution, and the presentation of the Alfred Noble Prize to Dr. G. M. 
L. Sommerman on Wednesday morning, presentation of the Edison Medal for 
1937 to Gano Dunn that evening and inspection trips to points of engineering 
§ interest in and about New York City during the four-day meeting. An exhibit 
of the New York World’s Fair, 1939 (above) drew considerable attention. 


C. L. Dawes, Harvard University, and nominee for vice- 
president, North Eastern district, talks with G. 


President W. 


Henninger, editor Electrical Engineering 


H. Harrison chats with Dr. H. G. Moul- 


ton, president the Brookings Institution, before the 
latter’s talk at the general session Wednesday morning 


Ross 


Answering queries about, and handling registration for inspection trips, 


(left to right): G. F. 


Fowler, Bell Telephone Laboratories; C. 


Chatham, Pulic Service Electric & Gas Co.; Miss L. M. Lawrie, A.I.E.E. 
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Production 


Output 5.2% under 1937 — 
Largest recession in New Eng- 
land and Central States 


Production of energy by the electric 
light and power industry during the 
week ended January 29 amounted to 
2,098,968,000 kw.-hr., according to the 
Edison Electric Institute. This was 
nearly the same as in the two pre- 
ceding weeks, with a slight downward 
trend that is normal at this season of 
the year. Compared with the like pe- 
riod a year ago there was a decrease 
of 5.2 per cent, indicating a moderate 
improvement over the weeks of Jan- 
uary 15 and 22, when the output was 
6.6 per cent less than in 1937. 

Every geographical region reported 
less output than a year ago, ranging 
from 1.2 per cent in the West Central 
states to 9.1 per cent in the Central 
industrial area and 10.3 per cent in 
New England. Both of the latter fig- 
ures indicate a closer approach to 
1937 than in the two preceding weeks, 
when the deficiency averaged about 12 
per cent. 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 











Region Jan.29 Jan.22 Jan. 15 

New England....... —10.3 —12.0 —12.1 
Middle Atlantic..... —14 —16 —0.7 
Central Industrial... — 9.1 —12.3 —11.3 
West Central....... —1.2 — 0.5 — 1.3 
Southern States. . . —24 —63 — 4.6 
Rocky Mountain.... — 1.8 +26 — 2.2 
PW ante ve cue —5.9 — 4.1 — 3.8 
United States... — 5.2 — 6.6 — 6.6 


1937 Output 8.9 
per Cent Over 1936 


Energy production for public use in 
the United States during December 
amounted to 9,730,000,000 kw.-hr., of 
which 3,557,000,000 kw.-hr. was gen- 
erated by water power, the Federal 
Power Commission reports. The 
amount reported for December a year 
ago was 10,528,000,000 kw.-hr. but 
this included railway and other plants 
for which figures are now tabulated 
separately. On a comparable basis 
production for the month was 3.1 per 
cent less in 1937 than in 1936. The 
decrease was the first one to be re- 
corded since 1933 with one exception. 

The average daily production, 313,- 
862.000 kw.-hr., was 1.5 per cent less 
than in November. The normal 
change from November to December 
is +- 1.4 per cent. 

Consumption of fuel for the produc- 
tion of 6,173,000,000 kw.-hr. included 
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Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 


1938 1937 1936 
Jan. 29..2,099 Jan. 30..2,215 Jan. 25..1,956 
Jan. 22..2,109 Jan. 23..2,257 Jan. 18..1,950 
Jan. 15..2,115 Jan. 16..2,264 Jan. 11..1,971 
Jan. 8..2,140 Jan. 9..2,244 Jan. 4..1,855 
Jan. 1..1,998 Jan. 2..2,069 

1937 1936 1935 


Dec. 26..2,081 Dec. 28..1,847 
Dec. 25..2,085 Dec. 19..2,275 Dec. 21..2,002 


3,523,129 tons of coal, 1,035,778 bar- 
rels of fuel oil and 14,353,000,000 
cubic feet of natural gas. 

Stocks of coal on hand at public 
utility power plants on January 1, 
1938, comprised 10,517,061 tons, of 
which 9,074,728 tons were bituminous, 
enough to last 79 days at the current 
rate of consumption. 

The total output of energy for the 
year was 117,742,000,000 kw.-hr. The 
total for 1936 was reported as 113,- 
602,000,000 kw.-hr. but for the reason 
given above these figures do not cor- 
rectly indicate the change. On a com- 
parable basis the output in 1937 was 
8.9 per cent greater than in 1936. 


Judgment Action Postponed 


For the fourth successive time Fed- 
eral Judge John C. Bowen in Seattle 
recently postponed hearing of the 
Puget Sound Power & Light Com- 
pany’s $8,336,000 declaratory judg- 





ment action against the City of Seattle. 
Judge Bowen set March 15 as the 
date for the hearing. Motion for the 
postponement was made by Corpora- 
tion Counsel A. C. Van Soelen and it 
was granted after Mr. Van Soelen told 
the court that attorneys for the plain- 
tiffs and intervenors had agreed. 


Customers Increase 


Over 1,000 a Month 


Consumers of electricity in rural 
North Carolina have increased more 
than 1,000 a month for the past seven 
months, according to the report of 
J. M. Grainger, engineer, submitted 
to the state rural electrification au- 
thority. Mr. Grainger’s figures showed 
that on July 1, 1937, there were 26,- 
321 actual users of electricity in rural 
North Carolina who have become cus- 
tomers since the establishment of the 
state REA in July, 1935. On Febru- 
ary 1, 1938, there were a total of 
33,580, an increase of 7,259 for the 
period. 

In addition there are still the 11,000 
and some-odd users who had energy 
before the state REA came into being. 
These 33,580 customers live along 
5,936 miles of line built since July, 
1935. On July 1, 1937, the complete 
lineage was 4,570, making 1,366 miles 
constructed in the last seven months, 
almost 200 miles per month. 


Canadian Output Increases 


Output of central stations in Canada 
in 1937 amounted to 27,574,926,000 
kw.-hr., an increase of 2,180,634,000 
over 1936. Exports to the United 
States increased from 1,578,109,000 
kw.-hr. to 1,847,100,000 kw.-hr. 


Duke Power Adds 2.530 
Miles of Rural Lines 


During last year Duke Power Com- 
pany constructed 2,530 miles of rural 
electric lines to serve approximately 
15,000 new customers. This brought 
to a total of over 7,000 miles of 
rural lines now in service supplying 
electricity to over 45,000 customers. 
The cost of constructing the rural 
lines last year was approximately $3,- 
000,000. 

The company has added two agri- 
cultural engineers to its staff, one for 
South Carolina and one for North 
Carolina territories. The engineers 
will work with rural customers, farm 
agencies, cooperatives, county farm 
agents and agricultural teachers in 
rural schools in the furthering of 
rural electrification. 
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J. C. Parker Nominated 
for A.I.E.E. Presidency 


John C. Parker, vice-president of 
the Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York, was nominated for the 
presidency of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers at the winter 
convention held last 
York. 

In the course of his distinguished 
career Mr. Parker has made outstand- 
ing contributions to industry and to 
education. Up to 1922, he served 
eight years in the teaching profes- 
sion, and twelve years were devoted to 
engineering and executive service in 
the Ontario Power Company, Niagara, 
Lockport & Ontario Power Company 
and the Rochester Railway & Light 
Company. 

Subsequent to 1922 his interests 
have been centered in his affiliations 


week in New 





first with the Brooklyn Edison Com- 
pany as electrical engineer for four 
vears, vice-president in 
engineering for six 


charge of 
years and as 
president for four years, and _ later. 
1936, with the Consolidated 

Company of New York as 
vice-president. 

One of Mr. Parker’s outstanding 
accomplishments was the comprehen- 
sive reconstruction of the Brooklyn 
Edison Company’s electrical 


since 
Edison 


system. 
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Beginning in 1922 he initiated the 
redesign of the transmission and dis- 
tribution system and within a few 
years had converted it to a coherently 
planned system. He was responsible 
for much of the design and construc- 
tion of what is now the world’s largest 
steam-electric generating station—the 
Hudson Avenue Station in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Parker has been an energetic 
influence for sound progress in the 
engineering profession and in the util- 
ity industry, as well as in related 
fields of education, 
civic affairs. In the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers his 
activities and services have been many 
and diversified. He has been active 
in the formulation of policies and 
standards and he has been a propon- 
ent of fundamentalism in engineering 
education and a_ bearer of high 
scholastic standards. 


economics and 


> CHuartes L. CAMPBELL, president of 
the Connecticut Light & Power Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn., has been 
elected a trustee of the Hartford-Con- 
necticut Trust Company to succeed 
the late J. Henry Roraback. 


P Owen D. Younc, chairman of the 
board of the General Electric Com- 
pany, was designated last week by the 
Federal Reserve Board as chairman 
and Federal Reserve agent for the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
for the remainder of the year. Mr. 
Young has been deputy chairman and 
acting chairman about two years. 


> Gano Dunn, president of the J. G. 
White Engineering Corporation, was 
elected a director of the Radio Cor- 
poration of America at the regular 
meeting of the board last week. Pre- 
sentation of the Edison Medal for 
1937 was made to Mr. Dunn by the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers at the winter meeting held last 
week in New York. 

> Vicco E. Birp, president of the 
Hartford (Conn.) Electric Light Com- 


pany, has been elected a director of 
the Phoenix State Bank in that city. 





































































A. C. Blinn Named President 
by Ohio Edison Company 


At a meeting of directors held last 
week A. C. Blinn was elected presi- 
dent of the Ohio Edison Company 
to succeed the late T. A. Kenney, 


Mr. Blinn, formerly vice-president 





Greystone Studios 


and general manager of the Evansville 
Gas & Electric Company, went to 
Akron late in 1916 to become vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Northern Ohio Traction & Light Com- 
pany, which then operated the light 
and power business in Akron, the 
street railway system in Akron, Can- 
ton and Massillon and the interurban 
running from Cleveland to Urichsville. 

In 1930 he was active in the con- 
solidation of the Akron, Youngstown, 
Springfield and other utility com 
panies into the Ohio Edison Company, 
which resulted in the sale of the 
transportation business, leaving the 
Ohio Edison Company in the light, 
power and_ steam-heating business 
only. Mr. Blinn has served as Ohio 
Edison’s executive vice-president since 
the organization of the company. 

e 

> Appison W. Lee, Jr., of the Louis: 
ville Gas & Electric Company has been 


elected secretary of the Louisville 
Safety Council. 
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N. Y. Electric and Gas Group 
Elects A. L. Bush President 


A. Lincoln Bush, president of the 
Belmont Electric Company, Inc., New 
York. was elected president of the 
Electrical and Gas Association of New 





York, Inc., at the recent annual meet- 
ing. Mr. Bush has been associated 
with the Belmont Electric Company 
for the past 37 years. He is chairman 
of the New York State Association of 
Electrical Contractors and Dealers, 
Inc., and of the Independent Electri- 
cal Contractors Association. In addi- 
tion, he is executive committeeman 
for the National Electrical Contrac- 
tors Association for the states of New 
York and New Jersey and of the New 
York Electrical Contractors Associa- 
tion. 

Other officers elected were: Vice- 
presidents, E. F. Jeffe, Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York, J. H. 
McKenna, A. J. Lindemann & Hover- 
sn Company; H. H.  Cuthrell, 
Brooklyn Union Gas Company; David 
S. Youngholm, Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company; treasurer, 
P. Schuyler Van Bloem; secretary, 
S. J. O’Brien, S. J. O’Brien Sales 
Corporation. 


PC. A. RusseLt, formerly manager of 
the merchandising division, Wesix 
Electric Heater Company, San Fran- 
cisco, has been appointed general 


sales manager for the entire organiza- 
tion. 


PW. A. Unive, design engineer for the 
Scintilla Magneto Company, recently 
became associated with the engineering 
department of the New York Power & 
Light Corporation, Albany. 


Sim Axprew Raz Duncan was made 
a Knight Grand Cross of the Order 
of the British Empire in King George’s 
New Year honors list. The honor was 
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conferred for public services. Sir An- 
drew was chairman of the Central 
Electricity Board from 1927 to 1935 
and is still a member of the board. He 
has played a very important part in 
the development of the national grid 
network. 


Dr. Suits Receives Award 
as Outstanding Engineer 


Dr. Chauncey G. Suits, research 
physicist of the General Electric Re- 
search Laboratory, has been selected 
as America’s outstanding young elec- 
trical engineer for 1937, according to 
an announcement by Eta Kappa Nu, 
honory electrical engineering fratern- 
ity. Dr. Suits’ selection was made 
from a group of 60 candidates less 
than 35 years of age, submitted by 
leading industrialists and educators. 
Presentation of the award was made 
last week during the convention of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers in New York. 

A graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin, Dr. Suits obtained his Se.D. 
from Zurich in 1929, and then be- 
came a member of the General Elec- 
tric Research Laboratory staff at 
Schenectady. He has been principally 
engaged at Schenectady in the investi- 
gation of non-linear circuits and high- 
pressure ares. In the former field 
numerous practical applications have 
been made to problems in industrial 
control involving current and voltage 
sensitive relays, control of tempera- 


ture, voltage regulation, control of 
electric signs, etc. His work in the 
electric arc field is of importance, 





particularly in the matter of circuit 
interruptions. Recent activities have 
included advanced work on fundamen- 
tals of electric arcs showing how arc 
temperatures may be measured by 
means of sound. It is this activity 
which led to the Eta Kappa Nu award. 
Dr. Suits has to his credit forty pat- 


ents. He has lectured before the ad- 
vanced course for engineers at the 
General Electric Company and at sev- 
eral universities. 


PE. A. Suuttz recently became affili- 
ated with the Illinois-lowa Power Com- 
pany, Champaign, IIl., as an electrical 
engineer. 


>P. B. Garrett, engineering supervisor, 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company, San Francisco, Calif., 
has been transferred to the Salt Lake 
City, Utah, offices of that company. 


>Grorce Boyp, who has been superin- 
tendent of mains, services and tunnels, 
gas distribution department, Consoli- 
dated Edison Company of New York, 
Inc., has been made division superin- 
tendent of the newly created division 
.of negotiations and complaints, de- 
partment of service inspection and 
records. The new division will handle 
all complaints arising from electric and 
gas distribution construction and will 
carry on all negotiations relating to 
Consolidated Edison reconstruction in 
connection with civic improvements. 
Mr. Boyd has been with the Con- 
solidated Edison System since 1911. 


OBITUARY 


P<. E. Brappock, assistant advertis- 
ing manager of Caterpillar Tractor 
Company, died as the result of a cere- 
bral hemorrhage while on a business 
trip to Chicago. Mr. Braddock had 
engaged in advertising work since 
completing his education and_ had 
been identified with Caterpillar Trac- 
tor for almost ten years. 


> Wittiam J. Brown, who was con- 
nected with the Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York for 51 years, 
died of pneumonia, January 21 fol- 
lowing a week’s illness. Mr. Brown, 
who was meter foreman, was the old- 
est of four brothers who worked for 
the company or its predecessor com- 
panies at various times. Thomas J. 
Brown, his father, also worked for the 
company. Mr. Brown had completed 
51 years of service in November. 


> Cuartes E. Carter, formerly vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Danbury & Bethel (Conn.) Gas & 
Electric Light Company, died at his 
home in Danbury January 23. He was 
born in New York City, was previously 
associated with the Madison (Wis.) 
Gas & Electric Company for 33 years, 
and had been with the Danbury com- 
pany since 1919. He retired last fall. 


(497) 17 


SES AEC AEN AAI IR SA“ CRON AR 


SL SS AOS ATCT I IN Re ARBERREIRIRREE ae mee 
















































































e a 7 
Frigidaire Launches 
a e 
Appliance Campaign 

A national selling campaign involv- 
ing more than 20,000 men was launched 
this week by €txecutives of Frigidaire 
Division of General Motors. In New 
York more than 3,000 members of the 
organization serving the area gathered 
at the Hotel Astor under the chair- 
manship of J. T. Collins, general man- 
ager of Frigidaire Division, who pre- 
sented sales and advertising plans cov- 
ering electric ranges and refrigerators. 

Frank R. Pierce, Dayton, manager 
household division of Frigidaire, told 
the meeting that Frigidaire has just 
completed the most successful year 
in its history. He said that 1938 will 
find buyers making purchases carefully 
and after studying over-all cost and 
operating and maintenance expense. 
He said that volume should compare 
favorably with the 1937 record accom- 
plishment. 

During the two-day meeting various 
talks, dramatized skits and other fea- 
tures highlighted the convention pro- 
gram, during which new models were 
presented. It was pointed out by Lee 
A. Clark, household advertising and 
promotion manager, that all products 
will have to be sold more aggressively 
this year than in the past two years. 

At the Hotel New Yorker officials of 
the Kelvinator division, Nash-Kelvin- 
ator Corporation, outlined plans to de- 
velop more customers and assure dis- 
tributors of a larger share of the com- 
mercial refrigeration and air-condition- 
ing field. 

Kelvinator is making a drive to stock 
salesmen with possible customers as 
the expanded advertising drive gets 
under way. So far 100,000 names have 
been recorded on cards. 


Year’s Machinery Exports 


Show 23% Gain Over 1936 


Exports of electrical machinery and 
apparatus for the year ended Decem- 
ber 31, 1937, totaled $112,609,000 as 
against $91,352,000 for the corre- 
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sponding period of 1936, according to 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
For the same periods, exports of 
household refrigerators totaled 168,- 
021 units, valued at $12,772,000, 
against 160,782 units, valued at $11,- 
768,000. 

For the month of December, 1937, 
exports of electrical machinery and 
apparatus amounted to $9,797,000, 
against $8,218,000 for December, 
1936. For the same periods, exports of 


household refrigerators were 9,497 
units, valued at $806,000, against 
7,391 units, valued at $592,000. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have made the following assignments 
to their sales staffs: 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company has announced promotions of 
three executives in the industrial sales de- 
partment. OO. F. Stroman, manager of 
the department, has been appointed as- 
sistant to the vice-president in charge of 
sales. C. B. Stainback, formerly assistant 
manager, was made manager of the in- 
dustrial sales department, and Bernard 
Lester, also a former assistant manager, 
was made manager of a newly created 
resale department. 

Wheelco Instruments Company, Chi- 
cago, has recently appointed three new 
representatives to handle the sales and 
service of Wheelco temperature control, 
indicating and safety instruments in their 
respective areas: C. I. Gillen, Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; H. F. Rehling, Boston, Mass.; 
R. W. Coward, Birmingham, Ala. 

Worthington Pump & Machinery Cor- 
poration announces the appointment of 
W. A. Meiter to the position of manager 
of its Buffalo, N. Y., sales office. 

Division of the General Electric wiring 
materials field organization into six na- 
tional sales districts has been announced 
by J. H. Crawford, manager of the com- 
pany’s construction materials division at 
Bridgeport, Conn. L. F. Giblin, wiring 
materials field supervisor, has been as- 
signed to special duties and studies of 
distribution problems. District managers 
named under the new plan, and their head- 
quarters, are as follows: E. G. Hall, Bos- 
ton; F. D. Bedell, New York; R. R. 
Morgan, Dallas; L. F. Kummel, Cleve- 
land; J. P. MclIlhenny, Chicago; J. O. 


Dillingham, San Francisco. 





AND MARKETS 


Award Grand Coulee 


Completion Contract 


A contract for the completion of the 
high dam at Grand Coulee, on the 
Columbia River, was awarded last 
week to the Interior Construction 
Company of Oakland, Calif., for $34. 
442,240. The company is a newly 
organized combination of contractors 
including Silas Mason Company, New 
York City; Walsh Construction Com. 
pany, Davenport, Iowa; Atkinson-Kier 
Company, San Francisco; Morrison- 
Knudsen Company, Boise, Idaho; J. 
F. Shea Company, Los Angeles; Me- 
Donald & Kahn, Los Angeles; Pacific 
Bridge Company, San_ Francisco; 
Henry J. Kaiser Company, Oakland, 
Calif.; Utah Construction Company, 
Ogden; General Construction Com- 
pany, Seattle. 

Less than $2,000,000 remains of the 
money already appropriated for 
Grand Coulee. The present budget 
carries an additional $13,000,000. 


Westinghouse Gets Award 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company has secured a col 
tract for a 4,000-kw. steam turbo-gen- 
erator unit, condenser and auxiliary 
equipment at $132,976, for installa- 
tion in municipal power plant 
Blackwell, Okla., where an expansion 
program will be carried out. Contract 
for generator unit totals $94,550 and 
for condenser and accessory apparatus, 
$38,426. Black & Veatch, Kansas City, 
Mo., are consulting engineers for the 
project. 

° 


Power Equipment Contracts 


City Council, Fairbury, Neb., ha 
awarded contracts for equipment fot 
municipal power plant totaling $125- 
502, including a  2,500-kw. steam 
turbo-generator unit to General Elec- 
tric Company at $65,645; condenser 
unit and accessory equipment [0 Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Company 
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$18,425; high-pressure boiler unit to 
Edge Moor Iron Works at $39,457, 
and for feedwater pump to Worthing- 
ton Pump & Machinery Corporation 
at $1.975. Work will be carried out in 
connection with extensions and im- 
provements in present municipal pow- 
er station. 
» 


Canadian General Electric 


Shows 33% Gain in 1937 


Volume of business of the Canadian 
General Electric Company, Ltd., 
showed an increase of approximately 
33 per cent for the year 1937, as com- 
pared with 1936, A. E. Dyment, chair- 
man of the board of directors, stated. 
The company has found no let-up in 
business as yet, Mr. Dyment said, as a 
result of the considerable recession in 
business in the United States. He 
indicated, however, that unless the 
trend is changed in the near future it 
cannot help but make itself felt ad- 
versely in the course of business gen- 
erally in Canada. 

Granting that the United States is 
able to recover its business equilibrium, 
Mr. Dyment said conditions in Canada 
were such as to suggest his company’s 
results for 1938 would be as good as 
those for 1937. 

* 


Crocker-Wheeler Net Up 
For the year 1937 Crocker-Wheeler 


Electric Manufacturing Company re- 
ports net profit of $127,283, equal to 
44 cents a share on 290,500 no-par 
capital shares, compared with net of 
$59,321, or 20 cents a share, in 1936; 
net sales totaled $3,269,965, against 
$2,286,044. 
° 


“Romance of Iron and Steel”’ 


The dramatic story of the manufac- 
ture of sheet iron and steel from iron 
ore to finished products for the home, 
industry, commerce and agriculture is 
told in a sound film just released by 
the American Rolling Mill Company, 
Middletown, Ohio. Entitled “The Ro- 
mance of Iron and Steel,” the film is 
available to Armco customers, groups 
of distributors, engineers, architects, 
industrial clubs, purchasing agents 
and sales organizations. 


ee 


New York Metal Prices 
Jan. 25, 1938 Feb. 2, 1938 
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Field Reports on Business 


Business activity during January, while spotty, was considered fairly good 
in the face of disturbing political conditions. Estimates for February 
vary widely, but hope is held out that stimulation of housing will give 
impetus to other lines. Utility buying is slow. 


NEW YORK 


Appliance conventions by Frigidaire 
and Nash-Kelvinator this week indicated 
Sales programs much larger than last 
year. Interest in new models and sales 
methods is keen. The feeling is that if 
production plants are to be kept operat- 
ing at good schedules the sales depart- 
ment must step up its tempo to keep the 
lines moving. 

Utility companies, faced with the de- 
cline in power sales to manufacturers and 
heavy industries, are giving added em- 
phasis to appliance sales. Store lighting 
is also being emphasized. Construction 
programs of utilities are slow in getting 
started because of unsettled conditions 
and the fact that the government has 
failed to give any indication as to the 
extent of its future power policy. 

Manufacturers are feeling the drop in 
general business and the lack of utility 
purchases in all lines. Hopes are ex- 
pressed that events will soon take on an 
encouraging turn which will enable the 
utilities to resume their expansion pro- 
grams. The drop in copper prices has 
failed to encourage fabricators to come 
into the market for large volume buying. 

Retail outlets find business spotty in 
most lines, with consumers being highly 
selective in their purchases. The small 
business man is beginning to feel that 
the jockeying by means of conferences 
between the President and industry leaders, 
small and large, should be quickly ter- 
minated and a concrete program for busi- 
ness revival be presented by the gov- 
ernment. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Contrary to expectations, coast whole- 
salers have found January a fair month, 
with stock orders and a number of jobs 
in the electrical stage bringing business in 
wiring staples rather above corresponding 
December volume. There is much cur- 
rent figuring on electrical material for a 
series of post offices and other public 
buildings, with much larger construction 
still in the site-selecting and early plan- 
ning states, such as the $600,000 immigra- 
tion station for Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco structures aggregating $6,500,000 
and covering custom house, parcel post 
and immigration station buildings, $870,- 
000 for Fresno, $330,000 for Riverside, 
$150,000 for San Diego courthouse, and 
post offices aggregating $2,000,000 scat- 
tered throughout California. 

Exceptionally heavy public construction 
is reported in the Pacific Northwest, such 
as the $900,000 state armory for Seattle, 
the $750,000 Spokane post office, the $875,- 
000 state library at Salem, a $1,000,000 
state office building at Portland and a 
junior high school and the State Custodian 
school at Olympia aggregating $725,000, 
with about a dozen scattered schools aver- 
aging $125,000 each. 

Recent specific orders cover $20,000 
creosoted crossarms and $40,000 weather- 
proof wire for Los Angeles, two carloads 
of high-tension cable for Hawaiian Island 
plantation power line service, $8,000 tur- 
bine parts for a Hawaiian sugar refinery, 





$45,000 of oil-filled underground cable for 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s Oakland 
system and $15,000 oil circuit breakers 
for the San Francisco exposition. 


NEW ENGLAND 


A moderate tone in buying, with orders 
confined to small lots, prevails in this 
district. One manufacturer reports a slight 
increase in the demand for small motors 
and notes some improvement in small 
switch and control apparatus. Interest 
in electric thermostatic control devices is 
advancing, particularly in such regulatory 
equipment which is adapted for use in oil 
burning, refrigerating and automatic stok- 
ing installations. 

Heavy electrical machinery is quiet. 
Plans for line extensions and new equip- 
ment in connection with the expansion of 
power and lighting service in its district 
which will involve about $2,100,000 are 
announced by the Hartford Electric Light 
Company. A large volume of electrical 
supplies will be required for lighting and 
air conditioning a new building to cost 
$2,500,000 and ‘which will serve as the 
home office of the New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Company, Boston. 

Supplies for wiring and lighting needs 
are moving steadily. 

Merchandise sales are spotty. A sharp 
upward turn in electric range orders during 
the past week is noted in the Vermont 
area. One distributor reports an advance 
in sales of electric laundering equipment 
during the current month. The Boston 
Edison Company records that 50 per cent 
of the ranges installed in the 1,800 new 
dwellings built last year were electric; 
in the field of commercial cooking in- 
stallations amounting to 1,834 kw. in in- 
creased load during 1937, or 46 per cent 
increase over the preceding year, are noted. 


CHICAGO 


Developments during the past week seem 
to indicate that further recessions in most 
lines of business are imminent. Industrial 
activity declined still further and orders 
for new equipment were more infrequent. 
While reports from a few manufacturers 
show an increase in sales over the first 
weeks of the year, the large majority are 
running anywhere from 10 to 60 per cent 
under a year ago. 

Inquiries for heavy equipment are scat- 
tered. Several have been received from 
municipalities in the Middle West regard- 
ing generating equipment. These include 
a 1,500-kw. turbo-generator, a 25,000-kw. 
steam turbine and a 30,000-kw. turbo- 
generator. One municipality will spend 
up to $5,000,000 for new equipment to in- 
crease present capacity. 

The demand for motors and control ap- 
paratus has fallen off steadily. Lighting 
equipment sales are maintaining a fairly 
even pace, under last year, of course, but 
not to the extent that many other lines 
have dropped. Utility buying is quiet and 
no pick-up is immediately anticipated as 
power consumption steadily declines. Elec- 
tric appliance sales are currently averaging 
approximately 15 per cent below the com- 
parable period last year. 
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Bonds and Stocks Show Signs of Firmness 


_Trend of 37 Power and 
Light Common Stocks 





1936) MMJSN Jan. Feb. Mar Apr. MayJune 
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While utility stocks were lower in the week, some signs of firmness were shown on 


Tuesday. 


“Electrical World” index, 25.6; previous week, 26.7; year ago, 40.4. Bonds, 
too, drifted lower, but showed some indications of leveling off. 


“Electrical World” 


index, 100.1; previous month, 100.5, year ago, 106.2 


Utility OmitsDividend; 
Puts off Its Financing 


American Water Works & Electric 
informed stockholders last week that 
the dividend on the common. stock, 
which would ordinarily be payable 
March 15, would not be paid because 
of the business and the 
capital needs of the company to carry 


recession in 


out its construction program. The 
company has been paying 20 cents 
quarterly since September 15, 1936, 


when dividends were resumed. 

H. Hobart Porter, chairman, stated 
that the large construction 
must be carried forward. This entails 
very large capital expenditures, a part 
of which must be provided by the com- 
pany during 1938, and a substantial 
part of which is for additional modern 
generating and transmission capacity 
which will further extend economies 
in operation and should increase the 
revenue of the companies, he said. 

“The substantial recession in indus- 


program 
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try which has occurred during the 
past few months and the present un- 
certainty of business conditions in the 
immediate future have made it essen- 
tial that this company maintain an 
adequate cash position to assure the 
completion of such additions to the 
properties of both its electric and water 
companies so necessary to the mainte- 
nance of good service to its customers.” 

Mr. Porter stated that the company 
has been obliged to postpone the financ- 
ing program necessary to effectuate the 
plan to assure the continued existence 
of the system under the utility act and 
to provide funds for expansion, due to 
the unfavorable market conditions for 
securities, 

© 


Newport Rehearing Denied 


Denying the petition filed by the 
Newport Electric Corporation and the 
Citizens Utility Company for a re- 
hearing on the commission’s order, re- 
fusing to authorize and approve the 
proposed transfer of the Newport cor- 








poration’s properties to the Citizens 
Utility Company, the Federal Power 
Commission reasserts its jurisdiction 
over the proposed transfer and _ its 
findings in the case. The commission 
found that the proposed transfer will 
not be consistent with the public in. 
terest. It pointed out that the proposed 
transfer would result in the direct 
ownership and operation of electric 
properties located in Vermont by a 
holding and operating company whose 
executive offices are in Minnesota. 


Large Utility Issues 
Offered to Public 


An aggregate of $67,000,000 of bonds 
and debentures of Appalachian Elec- 
tric Power Company, consisting of $57,- 
000,000 first mortgage bonds, 4 per 
cent series due 1963, and $10,000,000 
sinking fund debentures, 44 per cent 
series due 1938, were publicly offered 
this week. The bonds were priced at 
9834 and the debentures at 100%. 

Net proceeds from the sale, estimated 
at $64,353,599, will be used to the ex- 
tent of $61,829,590 to purchase for 
cancellation or to redeem all mortgage 
bonds of the company, which remain 
outstanding in the aggregate amount 
of $60,431,000, after giving effect to 
the cancellation of $16,130,000 of such 
bonds on January 3. The remainder 
will be used to reduce the open-account 
debt of the company to American Gas 
& Electric, which on November 30, 
1937, amounted to $6,968,154. 


e 
United Elects Ferguson 


The special meeting of stockholders 
of United Corporation scheduled last 
Tuesday was adjourned to February 
15 because of the lack of a majority 
of the total number of shares, which 
is necessary to take action on the pro 
posal to reduce the stated capital from 
$197,109,220 to $138,965,099. 

Stockholders at the annual meeting, 
held at the same time, elected Roy K- 
Ferguson, president of St. Regis Paper 
Company, to the board of directors. 
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Earnings Reports (Utilities) 





he 
Net Income 
1937 1936 


*Electric Bond & Share $10,642,146 $9,340, 


*Pacific Lighting and own 
WOM oie Cava’ oie 9,237,154 8,932,4"" 
*Standard G.&E. and we 

subs. See See 3,763,976 3,400.00 
*Mountain States Power 324,096 — =200,«%8 
*Blackstone Valley G. OTT 
PTE ivhaheiaknieed sx 1,004,626 1,079) 
*Galveston Electric..... 789,662 TH 
*Houston Electric..... 178,652 eet 
*Sierra Pacific Power. 549,301 574.10! 


*Tampa Electric....... 1,458,155 1,372,282 


* Twelve months ended December = 
+ Twelve months ended November 30. 
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EQUIPMENT 


For THE Br-post Lamp—For those _in- 
teriors requiring high-intensity indirect 
lighting from pendant luminaires of mini- 
mum proportions, Curtis Lighting, Inc., 
Chicago, has designed the “Mark” lumin- 
aire, which uses the recently developed 
1,000-watt medium base bi-post lamp. Bi- 
post socket is concealed by a special venti- 
Jated husk that rapidly dissipates heat given 
off by lamp. Lunax reflecting surface is 
used in luminaire. 


HumipiFIER—Something more than a 
mere humidifier is the “Airoma,” offered 
by Reidcraft, 67 Fairview Avenue, Mor- 
risville, Pa., for it not only vaporizes 
the needed water but, by means of at- 
tachments included, also sends off an 
aromatic fragrance of any desired odor 
or vaporizes certain medicated inhalents. 
A control switch is designed to provide 
some control of the degree of humidity; 
device is for use on 115-volt lighting 
circuits. 


Arr ConpiTioners — Both the General 
Electric Company, Schenectady, N. Y., and 
the York Ice Machinery Corporation, York, 
Pa., displayed new small unit air condi- 
tioners for applications in apartments, 
business offices and small retail stores 
for the first time at the fifth International 
Heating and Ventilating Exposition in New 
York City last week. Feature of the 
“Yorkaire” Model BA-90 is an adjust- 
ment rotary grille at the top of the unit 
which diffuses the air through the room 
over a 9]-deg. range, to suit individual 
preferences and room characteristics. A 
rapid room-air exhaust, another feature 
of the new unit, makes possible the quick 
replacing of the entire volume of air in 
the room. Flexibility of application is 
a feature of General Electric’s new series, 
each unit consisting of three independent 
sections, bolted together to form the com- 
plete unit. 


Votrace-CorrRECTING TRANSFORMERS — 
For those localities and conditions where 
voltages are below the desired value for 
electric refrigerators and other appliances 
the Jefferson Electric Company, Bellwood, 
Ill., has designed auto-booster transformers 
which provide the desired voltage. Switch 
Provides three different voltage taps, with 
an “off” position for disconnecting. Where 
voltage is too high transformer can be 
supplied to step it down. 


SELF-Lockinc Screw THreap—Manu- 
facturers faced with the problem of keep- 
Inga threaded fastening tight under 
severe conditions of vibration should wel- 
come the new “Relieved” self-locking 
thread, recently patented by the Dardelet 
Threadlock Corp., New York City. Root 
of the bolt thread is stepped at the mid- 
point and each step is tapered with the 
axis of the screw, the tapered crest of the 
nut thread remaining the same. A clear- 
ance exists between the assembled bolt 
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and nut threads, permitting a limited axial 
displacement which provides a change in 
relative thread positions from unlocked to 
locked. Thus the profile combines free- 
spinning assembly with a wedged fit in the 
locked position. 


Test Prier—A removable tungsten lamp 
is used in the test pliers marketed by the 
Star Fuse Company, 235 Canal Street, 
New York, N. Y., for testing 110-600 volts. 
Prongs on one end are for testing base 
receptacles, pliers on opposite end for 
removing blown fuses, 30 to 200 amp. 
Device is made of laminated fiber. 


MotyspenumM — The lamp division of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, Bloomfield, N. J., is now offering 
for general industrial and commercial ap- 
plications several chemical products de- 
veloped in connection with the company’s 
manufacture of various gas and vacuum 
devices. Molybdenum, characterized by 
its resistance to high temperature, and 
widely used for parts of electronic tubes 
and Jamps, is offered in round wire and 
rod and in sheet forms. Vacuum cement, 
used in sealing vacuum-tight joints on 
vacuum furnaces; fluorescent chalk for 
blackboard use, glass and metal etching 
solutions and a variety of stop-cock greases 
are other products. 


ErecrricaL OvutTLet—Features of the 
new HI142 duplex outlet newly brought 
out by the Bryant Electric Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn., include bosses of extra- 
thick Bakelite, to eliminate breakage 
around the slots; contacts of bronze; back 
plate of non-warping Micarta, and smaller 
dimensions, the lower body part measuring 
only 214x1 in. 


York Portable 
Air Conditioner 


“Mark” Luminaire 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


FractionaL Horsepower Morors—In 
its Form 1039, the Century Electric Com- 
pany, St. Louis, furnishes some helpful 
information regarding the electrical char- 
acteristics of fractional-horsepower motors 
and includes suggestions as to how these 
characteristics may best be applied to 
motor-driven machinery and appliances. 
Single- and polyphase a.c. and d.c. motors 
are included. 


Corrosion TeEstTiING—“Symposium = on 
Corrosion Testing Procedures” published 
by the American Society for Testing Ma- 
terials, includes seven technical papers by 
twelve authorities and extensive discus- 
sion on each paper, as presented at the 
1937 regional and annual meetings of 
A.S.T.M. An electrical resistance method 
of determining corrosion rate is described. 
Principles of corrosion testing are covered 
in the first paper, which includes a table 
giving a quick picture of the entire sub- 
ject. Copies are available from A.S.T.M. 
headquarters, 260 South Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, at $1.25 per copy in heavy 
paper cover, $1.50 in cloth. 


Srupent Srupy Licutinc—Circular No. 
28, “An Investigation of Student Study 
Lighting,” was issued not long ago by the 
Engineering Experiment Station of the 
University of Illinois and carries an ac- 
count of an investigation at the university 
into lighting conditions in student study 
rooms. Investigation of study lamps 
showed defects of several types in com- 
mon use and also how it is possible at 
moderate cost to obtain much better il- 
lumination. Copies may be obtained with- 
out charge from the Engineering Experi- 
ment Station, Urbana, Ill. 


“Airoma” Humidifier 
















Transformer 


(501) 21 


Voltage Corrective 





a REE RR es oes RH a IR a lm RAR gg LE IO 































































































































































































































































































































Asks Equipment Bids 


on Brazos Project 


Brazos. River Conservation and Rec- 
lamation District, Temple, Tex., is 
asking bids until February 24 for the 
following materials and equipment for 
the Possum Kingdom power dam on 


the Brazos River, near Mineral Wells, 
Tex.: 


Four hundred thousand pounds of struc- 
tural steel for hydro-electric power house 
superstructure; 500,000 lb. of plate steel 
penstocks; 1,250,000 lb. of structural steel 
crest gates; 9,000,000 lb. of reinforcing 
steel bars for concrete dam structure; one 
steel roller gate, 12x16 ft., with hoist; 
nine steel roller gates, 3 ft., 2 in. x 6 ft., 
with hoists; two motor-operated butterfly 
valves, 12 ft. diameter; one 54-in. diameter 
cylinder valve; one 60-in. high-pressure 
gate valve; 50 gate and check valves up 
to 24-in.. with pipe; one power house 
crane, 80-ton capacity, 43 ft. 5-in. span; 
one 14x12-in. centrifugal pump, motor 
driven; one air compressor; one trash rack 
rake with hoisting mechanism. 


Ambursen Engineering Corporation, 
New York, N. Y., is consulting engineer. 


British Manual Released 


The 1938 edition of Garcke’s man- 
ual of the British electricity industry, 
just published in London, is the for- 
tieth annual volume. The total capital 


invested in the British industry 
amounts, it is stated, to approxi- 
mately £1,063,000,000 ($5,315,000, 


000), which has been subscribed by 
1.270 undertakings. The increase of 
capital over last year is £28,000,000 
($140,000,000), but there are 44 fewer 
undertakings. The manual contains a 
survey of 3,240 undertakings. 


Brazos River Investigation 


FPC has announced that not later 
than the first week in February it 
will begin an investigation of the 
hydraulics and hydro-electric power 
possibilities of the Possum Kingdom 
reservoir project of the Brazos River 
Conservation and Reclamation Dis- 
trict, on the Brazos River near Min- 
eral Wells, Tex. The _ investigation 
will be completed about March 15. 


EHFA Signs Contracts 


EHFA has announced that contracts 


have been closed with the Wabash 
County Rural Electric Membership 
Corporation, Wabash, Ind.; Polk 


County Rural Public Power District, 
Stromsburg, Neb.; Greene County 
Rural Electric Co-operative, Jefferson, 
Iowa, and the Upson County Electric 
Membership Corporation, Thomaston, 


Ga. 


22 (502) 


Utilities 


LOUuISVILLE, 
Company, Louisville, plans about 16 miles 
of new transmission lines for extensions 


Ky. — Kentucky 


in system. Also will make extensions in 
primary and secondary lines for rural 
electrification, totaling about 70 miles. A 
new power substation will be built, with 
initial capacity of about 3500-kva. Work 
will be carried out in connection with 
1938 expansion program. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—Sun Oil Company, 
1608 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, regulators, pumping machinery 
and other equipment in connection with 
expansion and improvements in oil refin- 
ing plants at Marcus Hook, Pa., and To- 
ledo, Ohio. Program will be developed as 
a 1938 project and is estimated to cost 


$11,000,000. 


Houston, Tex.—Adolphus Rice Milling 
Company, recently organized, care of 
Adolph A. Pfeffer, 2900 Ella Lee Lane, 
Houston, president, plans installation of 
motors and controls, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new rice- 
milling plant on local tract of about 2 
acres of land. An electric power plant 
will be built for mill service, with installa- 
tion of diesel engine-generator units and 
accessories. Cost about $100,000. 


OxtaHoMaA, Ciry, Oxra.—Oklahoma 
Gas & Electric Company is arranging a 
fund of about $2,861,000 for expansion 
and improvements in power plants, trans- 
mission and distributing lines, power sub- 
stations and switching stations in 1938, in- 
cluding primary and secondary lines for 
extensions in rural electric system. Work 
on different features of project is sched- 
uled to begin soon. 


Newark, N. J.—Public Service Electric 
& Gas Company has begun installation of 
an underground conduit system on Park 
Avenue, from Bloomfield Avenue, Newark, 
to East Orange city line. Entire project 
will be carried out over a period of months 
and will cost about $200,000. 


Lincotn, Nes.—Plans extensions and 
improvements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new equip- 
ment, with boilers, switchboard and other 
apparatus. Cost close to $175,000. Sur- 
veys have been authorized. Black & 
Veatch, 4706 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo., 


are consulting engineers. 


Koxomo, Inp.—Haynes-Stellite Com- 
pany, South Lindsay Street, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, conveyors, 
regulators and other equipment in new 
two-story addition to metal products plant. 
Cost close to $100,000. Charles Ammer- 
man, Century Building, Indianapolis, Ind., 
is consulting engineer. Company is a sub- 
sidiary of Union Carbide & Carbon Cor- 
poration, New York, N. Y. 


Liserty, Tex.—Will ask bids soon for 
equipment for new municipal electric 
power plant, including three 150-kw. en- 
gine-generator units and auxiliaries, switch- 






OPPORTUNITIES 









board, instruments, etc. Also for a mu- 
nicipal electric distributing system. Cost 
about $95,000. Financing has been ar- 
ranged through Federal aid. Garrett En- 
gineering Company, Houston, Tex., is con- 
sulting engineer. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. — Chattanooga 
Electric Company is arranging immediate 
call for bids for new 44-kv. transmission 
line, about 20 miles long; also for trans- 
formers, switchgear and other equipment 
for new power substation of 38,000-kva. 
rating. S. R. Finley is chief engineer. 


Manpison, Wis.—Madison Gas & Electric 
Company has plans maturing for two 
additions to steam-electric generating sta- 
tion on Blount Street, 40x92 feet, and 
64x72 feet, respectively, for extensions in 
turbine department and boiler house, in 
order noted. Installation will include a 
20,000-kw. turbo-generating unit and ac- 
cessories, new boilers using pulverized 
coal as fuel, and miscellaneous equipment. 
Project will cost about $1,850,000 and will 
be carried out during 1938. 


Burtincton, Iowa—Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy Railroad Company, 547 West 
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill., plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in connection with expansion and 
improvements in car and locomotive shops 
at Burlington. Cost estimated close to 
$1,000,000. 


LexincTton, Ky.—Lexington Utilities 
Company has plans under way for exten- 
sions in primary and secondary lines for 
rural electrification, totaling about 20 
miles, including a new power substation 
of about 1000-kva. rating. Work is sched- 
uled to begin soon. 


Kennett, Mo.—Will call for bids soon 
for extensions and improvements in mu- 
nicipal electric power plant, including in- 
stallation of two 400-kw. or three 350-kw. 
diesel engine-generator units and complete 
accessory equipment. Burns & McDonnell 
Engineering Company, 107 West Linwood 
Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., is consult- 
ing engineer. 


Mempuis, TeNnN.—Receives bids until 
February 16 for new power substation 
structures, electrical and mechanical equip- 
ment, to be known as Substation E (Con- 
tract No. 22); until February 23 for quan- 
tity of electric meters (Contract No. 24); 
until March 2 for electrical equipment 
and circuits for Substation E (Contract 
No. 23); until March 9 for quantity of 
overhead district transformers (Contract 
26); until March 16 for quantity of com 
sumers’ overhead service materials, includ- 
ing leads and service apparatus for com 
nections from poles to customers’ meters 
(Contract 25). Contracts 22 and 23 are 
estimated to cost about $126,000; Contract 
24, about $56,000; and Contract 25, about 
$42,000. Kenneth Markwell is chief pro)- 
ect engineer, Federal Administration ° 
Public ‘Works, Volunteer Building, Chat 
tanooga, Tenn. 
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